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it could either elicit or sustain. It may spread, but only in a sceptical and cynical age. It can no more reasonably be expected to call forth enthusiasm for the true, the beautiful, and the good, than snow and ice can reasonably be expected to kindle a conflagration and set the world on fire. Its diffusion through a society can only mean that vital power is ebbing from it, and the chill of death creeping over it. Life cannot be sustained on the doctrine that there is nothing worth living for. Modern pessimism is merely this doctrine elaborately developed. Buddhism is this also, but it is a great deal more; and in what it is more, lies chiefly the reason why it has exerted in many respects a beneficial influence.
I might proceed to indicate a number of differences between Buddhism and German pessimism, which arise from the ancient and Asiatic origin of the former and the modern and European origin of the latter; but as time forbids, and this is not a philosophical essay, but a lecture with a practical purpose in view, I hasten to say that Buddhism and the recent forms of pessimism are substantially agreed as to the nature and worth of existence. Buddhism has the merit of possessing a perfectly definite aim. It professes to show men how they may be delivered >from evil. But what is evil ? Evil, according to Buddhism, is of the very essence of existence. Wherever existence is there is evil.